
  

Nov 17, 2017—issue 6 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School 

Dear King Families,  

There is a great deal of positive energy 
and enthusiastic buzzing among students 
and staff. We have had a variety of 
exciting events occurring and ones we are 
looking forward to as well. Many classes 
have taken their first of multiple field 
trips, Project Lead the Way is wrapping 
up for some grades and beginning in 
others, and teachers are eagerly hosting 
conferences and writing report cards. As 
you can see, November has been a busy 
month for all. 

In the midst of all the school events, we 
are steadfastly continuing our work in 
responsive classroom. Collectively, we 
are focusing on the social/emotional 
guiding principles of the research-based 
program, which are cooperation, 
assertiveness, responsibility, empathy, 
and self-control (C.A.R.E.S.).  

 

Dream keeper 

MISSION:  

Our mission for Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School is to build a 21st century 
learning community where all members are encouraged to do their personal best in a safe 
environment where we nurture respectful, responsible and caring citizens of the world.  

mental, and learning disabilities. 
During the exploration portion of 
the workshop, a student said, “Oh, 
now I get it! I get empathy!”  

If you would like resources to help 
reinforce empathy at home, please 
visit here. 

Whether you are traveling or staying 
home, I hope you all have a happy 
Thanksgiving. 

Sincerely,  

Jamar Humphrey 

 

Each month we will have common 
learning time where we come together 
as a school to learn about one of the 
guiding principles. November is the 
perfect month to introduce empathy. 

During our November assembly, we 
learned what it’s like to walk in 
someone else’s shoes: To understand 
and share the feelings of others.  We 
empathize with families who may be in 
need this time of year, so student 
council partnered with Food Gatherers 
to launch a can food drive to combat 
hunger. We have until Tuesday, 
November 21 to reach our goal of 750 
cans. We are half way there! 

The 4th graders took part in a disability 
awareness workshop on Thursday. 
This one-day, hands-on program 
teaches students an empathetic 
understanding of physical, develop- 

 



 DREAM KEEPER 
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4  Good morning routines; Healthy Snacks 
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6  ** NEW** Disability Awareness Workshop/Turkey Trot (Thank You) 
7 ** NEW** PLTW Feedback 
8  Space Camp 

9  King School Traffic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

Mrs. Gatonez standing in Mr. 

Nascimento’s shoes. 
Cooperation 

Assertiveness 

Responsibility 

Empathy 

Self-Control 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Fri, Nov 17th: 

o FINAL sign-up for International 
Night 

• Tues, Nov. 21: 

o Report Cards go home 

o Last day for food drive 

• Wed, Nov 22 – Fri, Nov 24: 

o Thanksgiving Break 

o No school 

• Mon, Nov 27: 

o School resumes 

• Fri, Dec 1: 

o All Lost & Found donated 

• Mon, Dec. 4 -- Fri, Dec 8: 

o Book Fair  

 

 

 

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION 

Dear Parents,  

Mon, Nov 6th PTO sponsored a dinner for our King Staff. Thank 

you, Beth Grzelak-Lee, for organizing this event. Thank you to 

anyone who provided food, assisted with clean, or helped out in 

any way. The King staff was very appreciative.  

Please join us for our next PTO meeting.  All are welcome!  

Mon, Dec 11th at 6:30 in the Media Center.  

 

Sara Schneidewind, PTO President 

 

Want to see what 

happens in our school 

days?  Follow us on 

Twitter: 

@a2KingPrincipal 

@A2KingAP 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure your child claims his/her belongings.  Items that 

remain will be donated after school on the last Friday of each month. 
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Creating good morning routines 

Each morning, please get your children to school on time!  The first bell rings 

at 8:51, and school starts promptly at 8:56.  When late, students miss valuable 

learning time and fall behind on their morning classwork.  In addition, tardy 

students are disruptive to the rest of the class.  Your efforts to get your students to school on time is very much 

appreciated. 

In the event that tardiness is unavoidable, please notify the main office ahead of time at (734) 994-1940.  

Healthy Snacks                                                

Most of our parents whose students have allergies have provided the school with the necessary paperwork and medications to 

keep their child safe.  Thank you.  With this in place, Nurse Kate Odette, has given us permission to move from only 

fruits and vegetables to healthy snacks.  Healthy snacks include such items as: 

• Hard- Eggs 

• Garbanzo Beans 

• Cheese  

• Yogurt (that require no spoons) 

• Whole Grain Crackers  
 

• Popcorn 
 

• Rice cakes 
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As we approach Thanksgiving, the King Learning Committee has some special people and businesses to 

thank. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the King Learning Garden workday on Sunday, October 22.  

We had a beautiful day, and Mrs. Cooper, Mr. Huyck, and over 20 families came out to help with 

spreading mulch, planting perennials in the pollinator garden, cleaning up and organizing our 

greenhouse materials, and numerous other tasks.   

A business to highlight is Guardian Tree Service.  Every year, Guardian Tree Service donates the mulch 

that we use in our garden, and we are grateful for their past and continued support of the KLG.   

We are also grateful for the support by the Baru family, owners of the restaurants Mani Osteria, 

Mikette and Isalita and Executive Chef Ross Robertson, of Mikette.  On Monday, October 30, the King 

students and staff sampled a delicious cold pumpkin soup prepared by Chef Ross made from the 

bountiful harvest of veggies grown in the KLG.  The media was even present!  Please see the link below 

for a great story highlighting our event. 

 https://www.clickondetroit.com/all-about-ann-arbor/eats/farm-to-table-gourmet-food-tasting-at-

ann-arbor-s-king-elementary 

A final thank you goes to all of the staff, volunteers, donors and children who contribute to the KLG 

and make all of these wonderful events and experiences possible.   
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The Disability Awareness Workshop 
was a success! Thank you to 
everyone who volunteered at the 
event and/or provided food. 
 

Volunteered at the event: 
Katie Baidel 
Linda Evans 
Brigid Gregg 

Pam McGuinty 
Shanthi Gopal 
Sherry Grant 

David Barfield 
Karen Meints 
Jesook Kang 

Shannon Clarke 
Billy Keener 
Eileen Rich 

Rachel Kosla 
Chris Cooley 

Anita Shelgikar 
Sairia Dass Ramcharan 

Vanessa Manroop 
Robyn Skodzinsky 
Marguerite Dillard 

Pritika Shrivasta 
Sara Schneidewind 

 
Brought food: 

Helen Kaplan 
Umid Yakubov 

Tijen Lacin 
Kate Delaney 

Jiayan Liu 
Vidya Ramanathan 

Suman Tewari 

Today’s Turkey Trot was a 
success! Thank you to everyone 
who took time out of your day to 
help with this endeavor. The 
students were all smiles as they 
trotted along the path and as they 
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King Elementary PLTW Parent Night Feedback 

 
What attendees find most valuable 

More than 61 families participated in the PLTW presentation on October 9th. Parents found the session informative and a good 

opportunity for meeting the teachers and for understanding how they are engaging with students around an applied hands-on science 

curriculum.  Parents feel PLTW is “exploratory”, “creative”, “fun” and encourages students’ critical thinking. Parents shared that 

speakers were knowledgeable, clear, and easy to understand.  

 

What parents found least valuable 

Fewer parents highlighted dislikes of the PLTW session. Parents indicated that the power point slides were less useful and the 

outcomes of the breakout session “dry” and less insightful about what material children are learning in PLTW.   Additionally, 

parents would like to see more information on the noncoding aspect of PLTW curriculum and to have children exposed to PLTW 

for more time each day.   

 

How PLTW could be improved 

Parents felt that the PLTW presentation could be improved by providing material that sheds more information about what PLTW 

itself entails (background, impetus, etc.) and how parents may connect to PLTW with their children at home.  

 

Future Parents Nights 

For future Parent Night topics, parents are interested in sessions that reinforce positive social capacity and behavior in their children 

and how to extend learning at home in ways that strengthen school-based efforts.  
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Since 1999, the entire King 5th grade has attended Space Camp at the US Space and 
Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama.  King is the only public school in Michigan to offer 
this rewarding experience. 
 
All King 5th graders who want to go to Space Camp can go, regardless of ability to pay.  As 
the 5th grade teachers say, “We all go, or no one goes.”  This amazing trip happens with 
the help of generous contributions from the King community. 
 
The price can vary from year to year, but this year the trip will cost about $1000 per 
student.  Years ago, the Space Camp Fund was established to help cover the costs for any 
5th graders who are unable to pay the full amount.  The goal is to maintain a healthy 
amount in the fund so that future fifth grade classes will be able to go.  Each year, the fifth 
grade families participate in fundraising activities to help achieve that goal.  You too can 
help this proud tradition continue for years to come by donating to the Space Camp Fund. 
 
With your donation, we will prominently display a moon, star, or space shuttle with your 
family’s or child’s name on it at King to show our progress toward making this year’s trip a 
reality. 
 
Making a tax-deductible donation is easy.  You should be receiving a form in your 
child’s Friday folder or backpack. Simply fill it out and return it with a check (made out to 
King PTO with “Space Camp” in memo) to your child’s teacher or to the King School 
office.  Please consider sending your donations in before November 3rd. All donations are 
valued and will be acknowledged on our wall.  Watch our progress as we reach for the 
stars! 
  

Questions?  Ask the Space Camp Team at aakingspacecamp@gmail.com 
 

 

BLAST OFF TO SPACE CAMP 
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